Clinical and histological spectrum of elastotic changes induced by penicillamine.
A 79-year-old-man with cystinuria requiring long-term penicillamine therapy presented with a 6-month history of itchy annular lesions in both axillae. Clinical examination revealed lesions consisting of crusted keratotic papules coalescing in an annular distribution. Associated findings included generalized skin laxity accentuated on the upper trunk and arms, as well as small yellowish papules on the neck. Histological evaluation revealed short, thick, eosinophilic elastic fibres with nodular protrusions. Transepidermal elimination of abnormal elastic fibres was also evident. We discuss the histological and clinical spectrum of penicillamine-induced elastotic changes and compare these changes to those seen in primary elastotic disorders.